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AMENDMENTS TO INTERNATIONAL LOAD LINE 
CONVENTION 


MESSAGE 


FROM 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 


TRANS MITTING 


A REPORT BY THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE, SETTING FORTH 
THE TEXTS OF A PROPOSAL BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA 
AND A PROPOSAL BY THE GOVERNMENT OF AUSTRALIA RELAT- 
ING TO CHANGES IN THE DELIMITATION OF CERTAIN OF THE 
SEASONAL ZONES ESTABLISHED IN ANNEX IT OF THE INTERNA- 
TIONAL LOAD LINE CONVENTION, SIGNED AT LONDON ON 
JULY 5, 1930 


OcroBER 3, 1951.—The amendments were made public, were read the first time 
and, together with the President’s message of transmittal and the report by 
the Assistant Secretary of State, were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
telations and printed for the use of the Senate 


ae 


Tue Wuite Hovss, 
October 3, 1951. 
To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith a report by the Acting Secretary of the State, 
setting forth the texts of a proposal by the Government of Canada 
and a proposal by the Government of Australia relating to changes 
in the delimitation of certain of the seasonal zones established in 
Annex II of the International Load Line Convention, signed at London 
on July 5, 1930. 

In accordance with the recommendation made in the Acting Sec- 
retary’s report; I request that the Senate give its advice and consent 
to acceptance by the United States of America of the two proposed 
modifications of the convention. 

Harry S. Truman. 

(Enclosure: Report of the Acting Secretary. of State, with map.) 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, October 2, 1951. 
The PRESIDENT, 
The White House: 

The undersigned, the Acting Secretary of State, has the honor to 
refer to the International Load Line Convention, which was signed at § 
London on July 5, 1930, and entered into force with respect to the 
United States on January 1, 1933 (Treaty Series 858; 47 Stat. 2228). 


, ee ee ee 


el et 


Modifications of the provisions of annex II of the convention have 
been proposed, respectively, by the Government of Canada and the 
Government of Australia. It is recommended that the President, if 
he approve thereof, request the Senate to authorize acceptance by the 
United States of the two proposed modifications, the texts of which | 
are set forth below. 
Both of the proposed changes in annex II of the convention have 
been communicated to the Government of the United States by the | 
Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland in accordance with the provisions of article 20, paragraph 1, of 
the International Load Line Convention, which reads as follows: 
Modifications of this Convention which may be deemed useful or necessary 
improvements May at any time be proposed by any Contracting Government to 
the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 
and such proposals shall be communicated by the latter to all the other Contract- 
ing Governments, and if any such modifications are accepted by all the Con- 
tracting Governments (including Governments which have deposited ratifications 
or accessions which have not yet become effective) this Convention shall be modi- 
fied accordingly. 
As was the case with respect to a previous modification of the Inter- 
national Load Line Convention, which modification became effective 
| on August 23, 1938 (Treaty Series 942; 53 Stat. 1787), both of the 
present proposals relate to changes in the boundaries of certain zones 
laid down in annex II of the convention, which are based on con- 
siderations of geography and climate and govern the depth to which 
ships within them may be safely loaded. 
It is the proposal of the Government of Canada that the southern 
boundary of the northern ‘winter seasonal’’ zone on the Pacific coast 
of North America should be moved northward to 55°, the boundary 
at present being set at 50°. Specifically, the Canadian Government 
proposes that the first paragraph of annex II be amended to read: 
The southern boundary of the northern ‘‘Winter Seasonal” Zone is a line drawn 
from the east goast of North America along the parallel of latitude 36° N. to 
Tarifa in Spain; from the east coast of Korea along the parallel of latitude 35° 
N. to the west coast of Honshiu, Japan; from the east coast of Honshiu along the 
parallel of latitude 35° N. to longitude 150° W., and thence along a rhumb line 
to the west coast of British Columbia at latitude 55° N., Fusan (Korea) and 
Yokohama to be considered as being on the boundary line of the northern ‘‘Winter 
Seasonal”’ Zone and the “Summer” Zone. 
The italics have been supplied to indicate that the words “British 
Columbia at latitude 55° N.”’ would replace the present wording 
“Vancouver Island at lat. 50° N.” 
In explanation of the foregoing chanve tie, Canadian Government 
has stated that the port of Prince Rupert, Britisa Columbia, is in- 
cluded within the present area of the northern ‘‘winter seasonal”’ zone 
and it is believed that no additional hazard would result if the bound- 
ary were shifted so as to include Prince Rupert in the “summer” 
zone. 
The amend nent proposed by the Government of Australia relates 
to the nortuern boundary of the southern “winter seasonal” zone and 
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has as its object the creation of a corridor extending approximately 
20 miles south of the southwest corner of Australia in order to permit 
ships to remain in the “‘summer” zone on voyages between the Indian 
Ocean and mainland ports of southern and eastern Australia. 

To accomplish this change the Australian Government has sug- 
gested the following modification: 


That annex II to the convention be amended by omitting from the 
paragraph describing the northern boundary of the southern ‘winter 
seasonal” zone the words: 
to the west coast of Australia at lat. 35° S., thence along the south coast of 
Australia to Cape Arid— 
and inserting in their stead the words: 
to the point lat. 35°30’ S., long. 118° E., off the southern coast of Australia. 

As thus amended, the fifth paragraph cf annex II would read in its 
entirety as follows: 

The northern boundary of the southern ‘‘Winter Seasonal”’ zone is a line drawn 
from the east coast of South America along the parallel of lat. 40° S. to long. 
56° W., thence along a rhumb line to the point lat. 34° S., long. 50° W., thence 
along the parallel of lat. 34° S. to the west coast of South Africa; from the east 
coast of South Africa at lat. 30° S. along a rhumb line fo the point lat. 35° 30’ S., 
long. 118° E., off the southern coast of Australia, thence along a rhumb line to Cape 
Grim, Tasmania, thence along the north coast of Tasmania to Eddystone Point, 
thence along a rhumb line to the west coast of South Island, New Zealand, at 
long. 170° E., thence along the west, south and east coasts of South Island to 
Cape Saunders, thence along a rhumb line to the point lat. 33° 5. long. 170° W.; 
and thence along the parallel of lat. 33° S. to the west coast of South America, 
Valparaiso, Cape Town and Durban to be considered as being on the boundary 
line of the southern ‘‘Seasonal Winter” and ‘‘Summer” zones. 

The italics have been supplied to indicate the place of the proposed 
modification. 

In this connection the Australian Government has stated that the 
proposed modification is based on more recent data now available on 
the frequency of gales in the area off the southwest coast of Australia. 
Whereas at the time the: International Load Line Convention was 
formulated a gale frequency of 10 percent or more was adopted as a 
criterion for winter loading and data available indicated that in an 
area extending 5° south of the southwest coast of Australia the fre- 
quency of gales during winter was well above 10 percent, present data 
indicates that in a less extensive area, nearer to the coast, the winter 
gale frequency is considerably less than 10 percent. 

To indicate the nature of the contemplated change in the northern 
boundary of the southern ‘winter seasonal’ zone the Australian 
Government has furnished a map, a copy of which is enclosed here- 
with. 

Adoption of the foregoing amendments is recommended by the 
Chairman of the Shipping Coordinating Committee in a letter of 
August 30, 1951, in which it is stated that the membership of that 
committee, namely, representatives of the Department of Commerce, 
the Department of Defense, the Department of State, the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, and the Bureau of the Budget (nonvoting 
member), is in agreement on the desirability of the proposed modifi- 
cations. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JAMES E. Wess, 
Acting Secretary of State. 
(Enclosure: Map.) 
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